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EDITORIAL 


The Ancients Were 
Not So Dumb 


It has been said that modern masonry cannot 
match the work of Egypt’s pyramid-builders. One 
reads that Tyrian purple is not now duplicable. 
And Damascus steel still holds its secret of suprem- 
acy. Archaeologists, digging into the far past, have 
learned that bath-tubs and sewer-drains and modern 
conveniences are as old B.C. as we are new A.D. 





The once neglected vegetables with their rich 
constitutive elements, vital to human well-being, 
are understood by our day to have been used in most 
practical ways by the men of ‘old time. Penicillin 
and the various myocins, along with the host of new 
discoveries of the latest medical science, are now 
found to have been used in their essentials by the 
supposedly ignorant bunglers of ancient times. 
Modern soil conservation, terracing, crop-rotation, 
these are by no means novel. And now there are 
zealous advocates who claim by demonstration that 
when natural methods of soil-rebuilding are em- 
ployed, and when its depleted elements are re- 
plenished for the earth, to bring about a healthy 
condition of the ground, the source of man’s 
physical life, there is not only less need for artificial 
and chemical fertilizers and the increasing array 
of artificial and chemical poisons and sprays, but 
there are healthier grains and vegetables, and 
persons and animals healthier for eating the same. 
That sounds like Israel’s fallow land lying idle for 
a year according to the Book’s instructions: and 
who knows what other wise measures were adopted, 
whether by revelation or in the process of experi- 
mentation. Wisdom seems not to have originated 
in the twentieth century. 


Also the ancients had no more scientific sense 
than to allow mothers to keep their babies right by 
their sides; and now, lo and behold you, the so- 
called scientific medical practice indicates that more 
valuable and health-giving for the infant, is the 
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love of the mother poured into its life by their 
constant association, The twentieth century vogue 
of specialized specialists specializing in limited 
spheres—if we are to credit articles in print, cannot 
make up for the loss of the old family physician. 
Most interestingly do we read that it is now con- 
ceded to be better to know what kind of man has a 


disease than to know what kind of disease has the 
man! 
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Well! If in all these circles, and doubtless in 
many others, the scientists showed what to us is 
amazing ability and scientific common-sense and 
good judgment, it is just possible (God save the 
mark!) that some modern pedagogues and profes- 
sors and protagonists, propagandists, pfaddists and 
philosophers, who want only the “newest scientific” 
educational methods and who advocate a stream- 
lined Bible (!), and who admire a revised revela- 
tion, and who croon about a reinterpreted religion, 
and who think that ‘another Gospel” is THE 
GOSPEL, may be at present as much in error as 
once were men of other professions, who have re- 
verted at long last to the far past for the most 
“modern” of prescriptions and practices. 


There is a story about a “modernist” who on 
occasion sought to discredit Spurgeon with the 
taunt: “Here is a man who has not moved forward 
one inch in all his ministry, and who in the en- 
lightened nineteenth century is still preaching an 
outmoded Gospel of the first century.” The reply 
of the great preacher was that the accusations were 
his greatest compliment. Who now is so dumb! 


—R.F.G. 





Why The Decrease In Gifts 
To Foreign Missions? 


From recent reports in our religious papers, there 
is a disturbing, if not an alarming decrease, in the 
annual contributions to Foreign Missions, now 
called World Missions, of our General Assembly. 
In studying the minutes of the Assembly we find 
a steady decline in gifts to this cause over several 
years. The question in our minds is why. 


We do not claim to know all the answers, but we 
believe we can give some reasons. 


1. For a number of years past the records show 
that many of our strongest churches have been 
spending more for current expenses, exclusive of 
pastor’s salary, than they have been giving to all 
benevolent causes. We don’t know all they include 
in current expenses, and we are not saying they are 
not justified in doing so, but are calling attention 
to the fact of their doing so. Some of them are 
spending thousands upon thousands of dollars for 
current expenses and the benevolences fall short, 
including Foreign Missions. 


2. All over our church there is now going on, and 
has been for several years, the greatest building 
program our church has ever known. In some Pres- 


has not built or is building a church, or an educa- 
tional building, or a manse, or remodeling the old 
church. With such an outlay of money it is little 
wonder that the benevolences should suffer. How- 
ever, this is only a temporary condition and the 
church as a whole is getting the equipment that it 
needs to carry on better the Lord’s work. 


3. Owing to war conditions in the Orient, when 
so many of our missionaries have had to leave China 
and Korea, and find work in the homeland, the 
idea prevails to some extent that we do not need so 
much money for Foreign Missions since we do not 
have so many missionaries in the foreign field. 
Leave the answer to that to those who are more 
competent to do so than we, but we are just calling 
attention to it. 


4. The Assembly in 1950 at Massannetta Springs, 
declined to sponsor the Japanese Christian Univer- 
sity, but left the way open for any of our people 
as individuals or churches to support it if they saw 
fit. Some money that would have gone to Foreign 
Missions was no doubt channelled into the J.1.C.U. 


5. In the same Assembly warning was given from 
the floor of the Assembly, by one of our most com- 
petent elders, that if the Assembly tied up the gifts 
to the Federal Council or the World Council, with 
the gifts to the benevolences of the church that the 
benevolences would be bound to suffer. This will 
apply to all the benevolent causes of the church. 
Presbyterians do not relish coercion. They do not 
like to be forced to give to something they do not 
believe in, and are conscientiously opposed to. Our 
Confession says, “God alone is Lord of the con- 
science and hath left it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men, which are in any thing con- 
trary to His Word or beside it in matters of faith 
and worship.” In matters of conscience majority 
rule does not count. —J.E.F. 





Open Letter 


Letters of commendation of Dr. Bell’s open 
letter* to Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson continue to 
come in. We have no space for all of these but 
quote the following from a prominent Northern 
Presbyterian, pastor of one of their largest city 
churches: 


“Just a word of heartfelt thanks for your 
“open letter” to Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson. 
You did a splendid piece of work and I hope 
every minister in the U.S.A. Church reads it 
and ponders it. God bless you!!” 








byteries there is hardly a church to be found, that *Tue Journat, June 27, 1951. 
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Homrighausen High 
Spot At Montreat 


The high spot of the Leadership Training School 
at Montreat—and some have said of the whole 
Montreat Program of this year—was the testimony 
of Professor E. G. Homrighausen of Princeton. Dr. 
Homrighausen stood for a content curriculum in 
religious education and for a definite break with 
the Dewey method. He lectured on what we teach 
concerning God, concerning Christ, concerning sal- 
vation, concerning the Church, concerning the 
Nation. In all of these lectures the professor sought 
to bring the whole teaching of the Bible to bear on 
the matter and showed himself definitely Reformed 
in his presentation thereof. 


God is. God is the self-existent One, Creator of 
everything except God, unlimited, unconditioned, 
almighty. Yet His sovereign power is controlled by 
His Father heart, His gracious holy character. One 
thought of the second chapter of the Westminster 
Confession as one listened. This only, living and 
true God is not to be equated with the gods of 
paganism. Christianity cannot be classified with the 
religions of the world. Hinduism has its millions of 
gods and Buddhism no god, only in Christianity is 
God real. And this living God has spoken his best 
and final word in Christ. Through the living Lord 
He is now speaking to us. 


With the European Christians we need a return 
to the centrality of Christ and a new realization of 
the actual human life of our Lord lived in history. 
We find God where He has come to us in Jesus 
Christ, in His incarnation born of the Virgin, in 
His humble life of gracious obedience, in His death, 
His resurrection and His ascension. The Gospel is 
the Cross which shows man at his worst and God at 
His best. In the Cross, Christ took on Himself the 
guilt of the sinners’ rebellion against God and 
revealed the Divine love that would not let us go. 
Christ is my Teacher, my Prophet, the Truth of 
God and man. His Presence and His Word convict 
me of sin and of my need of Him as my Saviour. 
In His triumph over sin and death there is victory 
so that the New Testament is the great book of joy. 


If it be bad for a surgeon to operate on our bodies 
under a mistaken diagnosis, how much worse is it 
for a minister of the Gospel to treat our souls with 
a mistaken understanding of salvation. All men need 
salvation. We do believe in salvation, in forgiveness, 
in regeneration, in the Divine initiative in salvation. 
Modern man tries to dodge the word salvation, but 
he is conscious of his insecurity, his lack of support, 
his loneliness, his rebellion against God. This deep 
derangement of human life comes from the entrance 
of sin into human life, that is from the Fall. Salva- 
tion is the great theme of the Bible. God has inter- 
vened and in Jesus Christ brought a counteracting 
agent into human life. If a discovery of a cure for 
cancer were announced a shout of joy would be 
lifted over all men. How much more ought we to 
rejoice at the God-given remedy for sin: Jesus 
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Christ. Objectively salvation is the whole work of 
God in history, particularly in Jesus Christ. And 
this is made ours by the testimony of the Holy 
Spirit. Subjectively it is our responsibility to accept 
this in repentance and faith—which we do by the 
help of the Spirit. Modern man must be exposed to 
the Word of God. It must become alive and be an 
issue for us—the issue between the old sinful self 
and the new man in Jesus Christ. This calls for 
the laying aside of our efforts at self-justification 
and our recognition that it is God who justifies— 


for Christ’s sake. —Reported by Wm. C. R. 





Which - According To 
James Denney’s DictumP 


The leading Scottish scholar at the opening of 
this century was James Denney. Among his many 
thought provoking dicta is the following: “No man 
yet has ever been clever enough to testify at one and 


the same to his own cleverness and the saving power 
of Jesus Christ.” 


When the adulations of the congregation are over 
and one returns to his own study, he may well 
ponder these weighty words. To whom have I borne 
witness today? Have I been able to reflect the 
gracious Saviour as His witness and His servant? 
Or have I prostituted the gifts and opportunities He 
has given in His Church to my own admiration? 
And ere I use His pulpit to take a fling at one of 
the classic Christian creeds, confessions, catechisms, 
or hymns might I not ask myself: now which stands 
up better under Denney’s criterion, that revered 
and time-tested affirmation, or this sermon in which 


I intend to blast it? —Wm.C.R. 





Wings For The Soul 
I Shall Not Pass Again This Way 


The bread that giveth strength, I want to give; 
The water pure that bids the thirsty live; 

I want to help the fainting, day by day; 

I’m sure I shall not pass again this way. 


I want to give the oil of joy for tears, 

The faith to conquer cruel doubts and fears; 
Beauty for ashes may I give always; 

I'm sure I shall not pass again this way. 


I want to give good measure, running o’er, 
And into angry hearts I want to pour 

The answer soft that turneth wrath away; 
I’m sure I shall not pass again this way. 


I want to give to others hope and faith; 
I want to do all that the Master saith; 
I want to live right, from day to day; 
I’m sure I shall not pass again this way. 


Author Unknown. 
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A Welcome Call 


The Assembly’s Children’s Workers Conference 
meeting at Montreat, July 2nd, through its Chair- 
man Dr. John Richards of Columbus, Ga., has re- 
quested the Board of Christian Education to prepare 
a plan for the teaching of the Shorter Catechism 
for a year in the Sunday School curriculum. With- 
out meaning to decide on the details of such a 
proposal, we welcome the call for a planned pre- 
sentation of the Catechism in our regular educa- 
tional program. This is in line with the request 
made several years ago by the religious education 
committee of Atlanta Presbytery for an exposition 
of the doctrinal part of the catechism for our young 
people and children. It is in line, indeed, with the 
fact that the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States has a catechism to which it asks its officers to 
subscribe. It is in line with the directive in our 
Book of Church Order that the Bible including the 
catechisms shall be the center of every course of 
instruction. 


It accords with the best practice in other denom- 
inations. For example, when one goes to the educa- 
tional building of the United Lutheran Church in 
Philadelphia, secretary White Rhyne has three or 
four fully prepared and attractively presented plans 
with books for both students and teachers available. 
These are prepared for use by pastors, by parents, 
and by teachers with helps and guides for each. We 
would welcome some half a dozen different plans 
and expositions ready at hand at our Board’s offices. 
These might include the Scottish works by Alex- 
ander Whyte and Principal Salmond for the teach- 
ers and simpler expositions for the students. 


The success of THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


JourNAL in its rapid circulation of two editions of ° 


Summary of The Christian Faith According to the 
Shorter Catechism shows the demand for such work 
in our Church, and indicates the far wider circula- 
tion there will be for a better prepared and pre- 
sented pamphlet pushed by the official Board. 


When one turns to his Greek New Testament he 
finds that Paul and others encouraged catechising 
and even placed upon the infant congregations the 
duty of supporting the Christian office of catechist, 
Gal. 6:6. Davies in Paul and Rabbinic Judaism, 
pp. 121-129 thinks that Paul used a store of cateche- 
tical material in the instruction of his converts after 
the pattern of the Jewish rabbis with proselytes. 
(Cf. also the article in Kittel, and earlier treatments 


by A. and R. Seeberg, and A. D. Heffern) 


Principal John Macleod, the great authority on 
Scottish Church History, told me how the revival 
led by Robert Bruce made a change in the North 
country around Inverness and how that revival was 
stabilized by family worship and faithful catechising. 
The result was such a change in the lives of the 
people around Inverness that instead of the situation 
depicted accurately in Macbeth when human life 
was cheap there was just a century from one homi- 
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Journal Supporters And 
Continuing Church Group 
Meeting August 15 
Among the outstanding leaders to address 

this group will be: 


Dr. William Childs Robinson, professor of 
Historical Theclogy, Columbia Theological 
Seminary; Dr. Anton J. Van Puffelin, pas- 
tor of Independent Presbyterian Church of 
Savannah, Ga.; the Rev. H. L. Love, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.; Dr. L. Nelson Bell, asso- 
ciate editor of THE JouRNAL, recently re- 
turned from a round-the-world flight to 
Formosa; Henry B. Dendy, D.D., editor of 
THe JouRNAL and secretary of the Con- 
tinuing Church Committee; Dr. John R. 
Richardson, pastor of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga.; Rich- 
ardson Ayres, Alexandria, La., chairman of 
the Continuing Church Committee; C. C. 
Dickinson, Charleston, W. V., chairman of 
the board of directors of THE JOURNAL; 
and Randolph B. Lee, Patrick, S. C. 





cide to another in a population of 250,000 people. 


No doubt, one can find scoundrels among those 
who have memorized the Shorter Catechism. But is 
there any system or education out of which scound- 
rels have not come? The grandest school of religious 
education that ever blessed our planet was the train- 
ing of the twelve disciples—and one of them was 
the scoundrel Judas. 


There is no magic in memorizing a catechism by 
which one can compel God to change a child’s heart. 
Like every other means one knows, this also depends 
on the mercy of God to bless it as He sees fit. But 
those parents and teachers who take seriously the 
baptismal pledge to teach their children the princi- 
ples of our holy religion and use the Shorter Cate- 
chism faithfully in carrying out their vow find God 
faithful and His mercy rich. 


We welcome this call to our Board of Christian 
Education. We ask that their gifts and skill be 
used to give to us the best “know-how” in this 
serious task. Of course, there are bad methods in 
teaching the catechism as there are bad methods in 
every form of education. We look to the leadership 
the Church has appointed to lead us in devising, 
suggesting, stating, elaborating, expounding, and in- 
culcating good methods, —Wnm.C.R. 





















Nowhere does the 
light of Christian 
faith more strongly 
challenge Communism 
than it does on the 
island of 


Formosa is an island 240 miles long and 60 miles 
wide running roughly parallel to the China main- 
land at a distance of about 100 miles. Flying up 
from Hongkong, along the western coast of For- 
mosa to Taipeh, the capital, which is situated at 
the northern end of the island. the ranges of moun- 
tains in the east are very impressive. There are 
fiftv peaks over 10,000 feet high with two over 
14,000 feet. That these ranges rise from practically 
sea-level makes them all the more outstanding. 


The people of Formosa have two distinct back- 
grounds: the aborigines who live in the mountains 
and gorges on the east are apparently Malayan in 
background while the people of the plains came 
from the Amoy District of China and speak that 
dialect today. The total population is approximately 


8,000,000. 


Formosa has been governed by outsiders for cen- 
turies. The Dutch landed there in 1620 and ruled 
the island for about sixty years. Reminders of the 
Dutch era are in evidence today, the old fort at 
Tamshui being one of the relics we saw. China 
took Formosa about 1680 and continued control 
until 1895 when the Jananese took the island and 
began to develop it. Japanese domination con- 
tinued until V. J. Day. after which time the Chi- 
nese again took over, first under the governorship 
of General Ts’eng I, ruthless war lord of the 
carpetbagger type, whose atrocious administration 


















By 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


was corrupt, inefficient and slovenly, and cul- 
minated in the disgraceful massacre of many fine 
Formosans, an episode which still rankles in the 
hearts of the people. General Ts’eng was recalled 
to the mainland and later executed, partially for 
his misuse of power in Formosa and also for his 
evil administration as Governor of Chekiang Pro- 
vince in China, 


That the Nationalist Government has survived 
and surmounted the weighted handicap of this first 
Chinese administration after Japan’s defeat is a re- 
markable tribute to its present honesty, fairness and 
eficiency in Formosa. A Formosan remarked: 
“Under the Japanese we had a good administration 
but we were not free men. Under the Nationalists 
we have a good government and are free.”” For the 
first time in their history general elections were re- 
cently held in the island and the overwhelmine ma- 
jority of the eligible voters went to the polls. While 
the reins of higher governmental office are natur- 
ally held by the Nationalists, it is significant that 
in the general elections all of those elected to lesser 
offices were Formosans with the exception of one 
mainlander, 


The present Governor is Mr. K. C. Wu, an 
able, efficient and most intelligent man. He is also 
an earnest Christian. When he took office he placed 
notices in the newspapers stating that it was his de- 
termination to give the best administration possible 
and to that end his office would always be open to 
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any who wished to either register complaints or 
offer suggestions, This promise he has faithfully 
kept, with the result that the morale and confidence 
of the people has risen to a high level. 


There are something over 2,000,000 Chinese 
refugees, or exiles, in Formosa today. Of this num- 
ber 1,500,000 are civilians, the very cream of 
China, a great many of them earnest Christians 
who have brought their church life and Christian 
activities to bear in a remarkable way on the spir- 
itual and social life of the island. There are also 
500,000 lean, efficient, well disciplined and con- 
stantly training Nationalist soldiers, headed by 
General Sun Li-ren, a graduate of the Virginia 
Military Institute. We were greatly impressed with 
General Sun, both as to personality and earnestness 
of purpose. Although his English is excellent we 
soon reverted in our conversation into Chinese and 
one could feel that here is a man worthy of both 
confidence and support. As we left his office we 
were touched by his friendliness as he put his hand 
on our shoulder and said: “Ni puh tan si omen 
Chung Kuo’m ty peng yu, ni e cheng si wo men dy 
ti hsiong.” (“You are more than a friend to China, 
you truly are our brother.”) 


The military training and efficiency of this half 
a million soldiers is attested to by General William 
C. Chase in a recent published statement. This is 
the largest group of completely anti-communist 
troops concentrated any place in the world. 


We arrived in Taipeh Friday night and Satur- 
day morning had an opportunity for an unhurried 
and most satisfactory conference with General 
Claire Chennault, now living in Taipeh and the 
head of a large and efficient civilian airline which 


covers Formosa like a network and connects the - 


island with the Philippines, Hongkong and Japan. 
In information received, background of some of 
our misguided policies here at home with reference 
to China, the present situation and the potentials 
for the future, this conference was worth the entire 
trip. Here is a man whose military genius is estab- 
lished, who knows China as few American leaders 
do and who is still in the prime of life. His ability, 
advice and knowledge should not be ignored. 


On both of the Sunday mornings we were in 
Taipeh Mrs. K. T. Kuo, wife of the Minister of 
Construction, came by and took us to church. Mr. 
Kuo was in Geneva attending the International 
Labor Conference. His efficient and rigidly honest 
administration is a by-word on the island. 


General and Madame Chiang attend a church 
about five miles outside of Taipeh, situated in a bo- 
tanical garden which specializes in orchids. The 
church building is small, simply decorated with the 
atmosphere of a country church in the Valley of 
Virginia. This feeling was accentuated by the way 
the congregation gathered in little groups after the 
service to talk in an atmosphere of Christian neigh- 
borliness and freedom such as we have never seen 
before outside of America. 
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Here one would see many of the highest officials 
of the Nationalist Government with their wives 
and children. General and Madame Chiang occupy 
seats at the front and participated in every phase of 
the service. Bibles, hymn books and fans were in 
every individual seat. But the thing which im- 
pressed us most the two Sundays we worshipped 
there and for which we thank God from the bottom 
of our heart, is the preaching of the pastor, Dr. 
Ts’eng Wei-ping, a Methodist of the old school, 
who preaches the gospel with both simplicity and 
power. His prayers come from a heart deeply bur- 
dened for his people and the tears running down 
his cheeks as he prayed gave mute testimony to his 
earnestness, 


We saw much of Dr. Ts’eng during our stay and 
were impressed with his sweetness of spirit, hu- 
mility and constant urge to witness for the Lord in 
hospitals, camps and the homes of the people. De- 
spite his seventy-two years he preaches again in 
Mandarin each Sunday afternoon at a downtown 
church and is in some church again at night. 


In no mission field, except Korea, have we ever 
seen such widespread and intense interest in the 
gospel as in Formosa. Formosa has been a Presby- 
terian stronghold as the work there has been under 
the supervision of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Church since its beginning with some later addi- 
tions from the English Presbyterian Church. One 
of the most remarkable works of God’s Holy Spirit 
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that we have ever heard of has taken place in recent 
years among the mountain people, the aborigines, 
resulting in the conversion of whole villages with 
the establishment of churches and building of 
church buildings and a Bible School. During the 
recent war these Christians suffered cruel repres- 
sive measures by the Japanese and many gave their 
lives for their faith, but a marvellous work of grace 
continued. 


The Formosan Church has a strong foundation 
in the island and the theological seminary at Taipeh 
contributes an educated ministry. Now the Chinese 
Christians have come in in great numbers and there 
is widespread witnessing for the Lord and a num- 
ber of strong Chinese congregations have been 
formed where the services are held in Mandarin. 


Among the leaders in this earnest Christian work 
is Madame Chiang herself. Time and adversity 
have combined to greatly deepen the spiritual life 
of this remarkable woman and many others who 
have gathered around her. Each week they have a 
Prayer Group where they meet to study the Bible 
and then to fall on their knees in importunate 
prayer. Their earnestness and zeal is an inspiration 
and an example we would to God were duplicated 
in Washington. One outgrowth of this Prayer 
Group is the calling out and supporting of fifteen 
Chinese chaplains in the Nationalist Army, another 
specific group in which God is now doing a won- 
derful work. 


Our own Church is making a contribution to 
the work in Formosa which is outstanding. Rev. 
and Mrs. James N. Montgomery have transferred 
the work of the China Sunday School Union, of 
which they are the heads, to the island and in addi- 
tion have opened a Christian Book Store which is 
thronged from morning to night by eager pur- 
chasers of Bibles and Christian literature. This 
work is assuming large and significant proportions 
in the evangelization of Formosa. Miss Lillian 
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destination. 


Wells, formerly of Hwaian, is teaching in the 
Girls’ School at Tamshui. These workers are asso- 
ciate members of the Canadian Presbyterian Mis- 
sion and are to be joined in the fall by four more of 
our number, Rev. and Mrs. George Hudson and 
Misses Margurite Mizelle and Gussie Fraser, We 
know of no spot on the mission fields of the world 
where greater dividends can be expected. One of 
the Canadian missionaries remarked to the writer: 
“Please thank your Church, not only for sending us 


help, but also because of the kind of people they 
are.” 


There are also problems to be faced. Some of the 
vigorous sects have also moved in from the main- 
land to sow discord and uncertainty among be- 
lievers, insisting on immersion as a prerequisite to 
salvation and on other beliefs peculiar to their 
small groups. Also, some of the larger denomina- 
tions who lay great stress on the mode of baptism 
have come in and undertaken vigorous campaigns. 
These new problems are confusing some of the 
mature Christians. 


Youth For Christ has a permanent missionary 
work in Formosa, stressing mass evangelism among 
students, soldiers and civilians. These earnest 
young men are integrating their work with that of 
the churches and channelling their converts into 
the established congregations. The enthusiasm and 
even daring of this movement is proving a tonic to 
the local churches, while for the established work to 
follow through on evangelistic response is an ex- 
cellent balance wheel for this youthful organiza- 
tion, While we were in Formosa the first missionary 
conference to be held was sponsored by Youth For 
Christ with a blessing received by all the missionary 
group. Dr. and Mrs. James R. Graham have re- 
cently gone to Formosa and are doing a magnificent 
work, particularly among the educated and official 
Chinese classes. Their work is also integrated into 
the work of the mission in a way most acceptable to 
all concerned. 


During our eleven days in Formosa we met most 
of the outstanding Nationalist leaders and were 
deeply impressed by the fact that here we have a 
group of humbled, earnest, able and desperately de- 
termined men who, through the crucible of defeat, 
frustration and recognition of their own mistakes 
and failures on the mainland of China, are now 
laying the foundations of a truly democratic and 
enlightened government by which they are deter- 
mined to demonstrate to themselves and to the 
world the China which was emerging under the 
Nationalist regime until ruthlessly forced into a 
defensive war by Japanese aggression. 


Governor Wu told us this interesting incident. 
The police recently picked up a beggar on the 
streets of Taipeh and on questioning found him to 
be a Communist spy. In sending this agent the 
Communists had failed to take one factor into ac- 
count—there are no beggars on Formosa. The gov- 
ernment has kept down the price of rice so that the 
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poorest are able to eat to the full. This along with 
intelligent land reforms supplemented by modern 
agricultural programs in which E.C.A. is sharing, 
and good government, have combined to bring 
quiet and tranquility not found in other parts of 
the Far East. One of the missionaries told the 
writer he has yet to hear of a soldier under the 
present regime imposing on any civilian in any way. 
The average soldier’s pay is 4 cents per month 
while a major received but $6.00. However, they 
all receive their food and uniforms free. 


To an old China hand experiences with the 
pedicab men were a revelation. In the old days a 
young war was precipitated when one started to 
select a rickshaw and the end of the ride brought 
on a riot of demands for extra pay. In Taipeh the 
pedicab men, although a dozen may be standing in 
line, wait until you select your pedicab, the price 
for the trip is readily and easily agreed on and 
when you arrive at your destination they accept 


payment and thank you without one word. Utopia? . 


To the former residents of China this truly sounds 
like it. 
SOME IMPRESSIONS 


Some months ago we wrote an editorial, based 
on hear-say, entitled: “Formosa - The Most Anti- 
Communist Spot In Asia.” After having been there 
we would amplify that statement by saying that in 
our judgment it is probably the most intelligently 
anti-Communist spot in the world. These people 
know Communism for what it really is and they 
have no illusions as to the possibility of dealing 
with Communism in terms of honesty and _fair- 
play. They also are not hampered by any mis- 
guided interpretation of a Constitution or Bill of 
Rights, such as we have in America, whereby Com- 
munists and Communism hide behind the guaran- 
tees which should only be accorded loyal citizens, 
thereby making a mockery of justice to those who 
are the sworn enemies of the nation. 


The present Nationalist Government is far from 
perfect. But, it does frankly face and admit its mis- 
takes of the past and it is earnestly trying to do a 
good job. Those who have seen what they have ac- 
complished in Formosa feel they are making won- 
derful strides, and in the right direction. 
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This is not the proper place to discuss the mili- 
tary potentials and plans of present-day leaders. On 
one thing all are agreed; they do not ask for 
American men and blood, but, if they are to suc- 
ceed in their ultimate goal they must have arms 
and supplies and technical training in the use of 
the materiel supplied. The half million hard and 
ready soldiers in Formosa are only a part of their 
military resources. They have an additional million 
and a half guerillas under their control on the 
mainland, many of whose leaders are being brought 
to Formosa for intensive training and then sent 
back. How? The Communists are asking the same 
question. 


Another asset, and the greatest of all, is the dis- 
illusionment and revulsion of at least 90 percent of 
the people on the mainland from Communism. 
There is repeated word by underground channels 
of the longing of the people for the return of Gen- 
eral Chiang and the Nationalists. These men rea- 
lize the magnitude of the task and the obligations 
imposed if it should succeed. Thousands of young 
men are being trained in the basic sciences of good 
government to be ready when and if the day comes. 


Formosa is now “neutralized” by the executive 
order of President Truman and the Seventh Fleet 
patrols the waters between Formosa and the main- 
land day and night, to keep the Communists from 
attacking the island, and also to keep the Nation- 
alists from invading the mainland, 


A high ranking American officer said to the 
writer: ‘““The Nationalists must remember that for 
them this is the last of the ninth inning.” To which 
we replied: “Yes, and they do not want the umpire 
standing on the line between third base and home.” 


He looked us squarely in the eye and said: “I be- 
lieve you have something there.” 
More next week. 


—L.N.B. 
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The Ten Commandments 


according to 


Lhe Shorter Catechism 


By Dr. Wm. Childs Robinson 


Professor of Historical Theology 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


QO. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth com- 


mandment? 


A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth the 
omission, or careless performance, of the duties re- 
quired, and the profaning the day by idleness, or 
doing that which is in itself sinful, or by unneces- 
sary thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly 
employments or recreations, 


ty aa 


yod has made us for Himself and our hearts 
are restless until they rest in Him.” And He has 
given the Sabbath as a day in which we are to use 
the means of grace to come into fellowship with 
Himself. You see the Sabbath serves a very per- 
sonal purpose—it brings man to God in the way 
God has opened. God who commanded the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath is the living God who acted 
in the mighty acts of creation, He is the Lorp who 
delivered Israel from Egypt with an outstretched 
arm and a mighty hand, He is the Holy One in 
Whom His people are to find their pleasure, yes the 
personal Son of Man is the Lord of the Sabbath. 
And when John, the exile, is in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day, the risen, living Lord Jesus reveals 
Himself to His disciple, that John may sup with 
Christ and Christ with John. It is for our own 
good as well as for His glory that God forbids our 
turning away on the Sabbath from this personal 
intercourse with Himself and filling the day with 
the things of this world. As it commemorates the 
resurrection of Christ and the finishing of the work 
of God’s redeeming love, it is intended to be a day 
of joy, and not of gloom. “We Christians are be- 
yond all others bound to keep in view that a vex- 
atious, petty scrupulousness forms no part of our 
Sabbath duty, while works of mercy are never more 
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holy than on that day ... Our hallowed rest is pro- 
moted and not violated by services of love done in 
the love of God to our brethren.” Let us avoid on 
the Sabbath those things that take us away from 
fellowship with our gracious Saviour and cultivate 
the things that God has ordained to bring us to 
Himself: public and private worship, prayer, Bible 
reading, helpful kindnesses. 





Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the 
fourth commandment? 


A. The reasons annexed to the fourth command- 
ment are: God’s allowing us six days of the week 
for our own employments, His challenging a spe- 
cial propriety in the seventh, His own example, and 


His blessing the Sabbath Day. 


In considering these reasons let us remember that 
in His infinite wisdom God has so arranged things 
that when one seeks God’s glory that one is most 
richly blessed in his own heart and life, This an- 
swer takes the same point of view that the Bible 
takes, namely, that God’s glory is the chief concern 
of His people. But in seeking God’s glory man rea- 
lizes His highest life. And the glory of God is not 
a selfish end from God’s view, for He is chiefly con- 
cerned that we witness to the glory of His grace, 
that is of His unselfishness. As we do we begin to 
become like the God we glorify, we begin to be 
gracious and unselfish. The right use of the Sabbath 
Day is God’s way of blessing those who love and 
serve Him. Observe the Sabbath and God’s name is 
hallowed and His people blessed. Or, try the sev- 
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seek to keep the Sabbath as our Lord Jesus Christ 
did while He was here among men would not every 
petition of the Lord’s Prayer be promoted? 


eral petitions of the Lord’s Prayer and see if each 
one of them might not be used as a reason for re- 
membering the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. If we 
... If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour 
him, not doing thine own ways; nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon 
the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. . . —Isa. 58:13-14. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER 








LESSON FOR AUGUST 12 


The Christian’s Use of Money and Goods 


Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30; Acts 2:43-47; 
19:23-41. Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 
8:1-9. 


Paul uses a beautiful phrase in speaking of the churches of Macedonia: “The riches of their liberality.” 
These were not wealthy churches; on the contrary, it was in the midst of “their deep poverty” that they 
gave so liberally to the support of the gospel. The secret of this spirit of giving was that they “first gave 
themselves unto the Lord.” If all Christians were fully consecrated to the Lord there would be no diffi- 
culty about the financial side of church work. When spiritual life abounds, then our gifts will also abound. 








This is illustrated in the history of Israel when the 
free-will offering was taken for the materials of 
which the Tabernacle was to be built. The people 
gave willingly and so abundantly that they had to 
be restrained. If we keep the spiritual life aglow, 
keep love working in the hearts of men and women, 
there will be no need to “talk about money all the 
time.” 


This Devotional Reading closes with a tribute 
to the Lord Jesus Christ—the “Magnificent Pau- 
per,” as He has been called. He gave all; shall we 
not give back to Him in the same spirit? “For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” 


I. Using what we have: 


Matthew 25:14-30. 


This is commonly called the Parable of the 
Talents, There are several points which I would 
like to notice: 


1. Our talents—whatever we have that we can 
use—are given us by our Creator. This is something 
which we often forget. Money—talent—stands for 
all of our possessions of mind, body, soul. A good 
summary of these is found in the familiar hymn: 
Take my life, and let it be, Consecrated, Lord, to 
Thee, and there follows a list of things. Paul speaks 
of the various “gifts” of the Spirit in I Corinthians, 
chapter twelve. In chapter four of the same epistle 
¢ asks some searching questions: “For who maketh 
thee to differ from another? and what hath thou 
that thou didst not received? now if thou didst re- 
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ceive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hast not re- 
ceived it?’’ Moses told the Israelites the same thing 
when they were about to enter the land of Canaan. 
He reminded them of the fact that God gave them 
their possessions, and the ability to get wealth. 
There is no such thing as a “self-made” man. God 
gives business ability, or brain power, or oratorical 
or musical talents. 


2. We are not all endowed with the same or 
equal talents; some have five, some two, some one. 
We speak about all men being born equal. In a very 
marked degree this is not true. Some men are more 
richly endowed than others. There was only one 
Moses among all the male children of the Hebrews 
in Egypt. Only now and then do we find a great 
musician or artist or orator, or statesman. There 
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was but one Daniel among the captives carried to 
Babylon. 


3. The measure of reward and commendation is 
based on our faithful use of what we have. The 
man who used his two talents was commended in 
the same words as the man who had ten, and used 
his ten. 


4. The rebuke and condemnation of the man with 
the one talent was on account of his slothfulness 
and unfaithfulness. There is no doubt but what he 
would have been rewarded if he had used what he 


had. 


5. There is a law stated in verses 28-29 which is 
well worth remembering: if we do not use what we 
have, we will lose it. If a man should tie his arm to 
his side and fail to exercise it he would soon lose 
the use of it. If the man with the five talents had 
hidden them instead of using them, he would have 
lost them. There have been richly endowed men 
and women who have thrown away their lives, and 
there have been poorly endowed men who have 
made a great success in life. There have been those 
with handicaps who have outstripped their more 
fortunate fellows. 


6. The temptation to not use would be apt to 
appeal to the man with the one talent. It is easy 
to say, I can do so little, what is the use of trying 
to do anything, I am not talented like this other 
man. 


The Christian should remember, then, that all 
he has comes from God; he should be neither 
envious or boastful; he must be faithful in the use 
of what he has. If we remember these lessons then 
we will receive the reward and commendation which 
is our due; Thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things. We 
are on trial in this life; God has greater work for 
those who prove faithful while in the flesh. 


II. Sharing What We Have: 
Acts 2:43-47, 


1. Sharing their fellowship. We usually think 
about the sharing of material possessions when we 
read these verses, and this follows, but the first 
sharing mentioned is a spiritual sharing. There is 
a beautiful picture of Christian Fellowship in 
verses 42-46, just before our selection for study. It 
was this continuing steadfastly in the apostles teach- 
ing and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers, that led to the sharing of their goods. I, 
for one, believe that this sort of sharing is more 
vital to the life of the church than the other. 


I further believe that if we are devoted to this 
sort of fellowship there will be no trouble about the 
sharing of our material possessions. There is a spirit 
of coldness and indifference in some churches which 
repels, while there is an atmosphere of love and 
friendship in others that attracts. When we meet 










together, pray together, sing together, we will in- 
voluntarily reach down into our pockets and help a 
brother in need. Sometimes it does a man more 
good to call him “brother” and mean it, than to 
give him money. This Christian fellowship brought 
great joy into the church (see verse 46). 


2. There was also a sharing of possessions. This 
was as different from the Communism of today as 
light is from darkness. The atheistic political theory 
of Marx is a terrible form of delusions and lies with 
which the world is afflicted at the present time. 


Even the method of these early Christians was 
open to temptations and abuses and was soon given 
up by the Church and voluntary contributions be- 
came the practice of the Church as we see from 
Paul’s letters. There must be a form of sharing 
which does not put a premium on laziness or give 
an opportunity for false pretenses as was the case of 
Ananias and Sapphira. 


3. The Church which shares both in fellowship 
and in goods will be a happy and influential church. 
It will be filled with praise and thanksgiving and 
have favor with the people, for it will be adorning 
—making beautiful and attractive—the teaching of 


Christ. 


III. Overcoming Bad Business: 
Acts 19:23-41, 


In our right use of money and possessions we will 
sooner or later come in conflict with the bad 
business of the world. This was true at Ephesus. 
Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen were in the 
image making business, for the temple of Diana 
was located in that city and the whole city worship- 
ped this idol. When Paul preached there and people 
were turned from idol worship, this hurt the busi- 
ness of these men who were making shrines for 
Diana. So they got together and raised an uproar. 


In preaching the Gospel today we have to con- 
demn certain forms of business—the whiskey busi- 
ness, the gambling business, and all the other forms 
of health and character destroying business. We 
are living in a world which is full of bad books 
which ought to be burned, and bad business which 
ought to be destroyed. 


As Christians, too, we can set the example to the 
world of how money and goods should be used for 
the benefit of others and not simply for selfish 
purposes, 


As good stewards of the manifold grace of God 
we can use all we own for the glory of God and 
for the good of our fellow-men. We can so use our 
possessions that we will lay up treasure in heaven, 
and leave an influence in the world that will bring 
a blessing all down the ages to come. The wise use 
of money is a proof of Christian character. It is 
indeed an “acid test” of both character and faith- 
fulness to a sacred trust. 
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VESPER TOPICS FOR AUGUST 12 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.bB. 





Denominations On Trial 


Introduction 


“Denominations On Trial” is a topic that may have many implications for you and me in our Young 
People’s Group, and before we can study this topic we must clearly define our approach. This topic may 
send us to our subject from one of three points of view. First, the program material in Presbyterian Youth 
is presented by means of a court scene in which the judge hears the briefs in behalf of denominations, and in 
behalf of our unity in Christ from the lawyers and witnesses. We may simply let our topic indicate the man- 


ner in which we are going to present our program. 
Second, since this program is supposed to acquaint 
us with the great new Christian fact of the world, 
the “ecumenical spirit,” this topic might imply that 
our denominations are on trial before the ecumenical 
spirit and if they do not wholeheartedly cooperate 
in the ecumenical movement are thereby judged 
guilty of treason to the cause of Christ. 


But there is a third implication that we ought to 
have in mind, The Apostle Paul said that there will 
always be sects and groups among us in order that 
the true and the genuine might be tested and made 
known. Not only are the historic denominations on 
trial today, but the ecumenical movement is on trial 
and has yet to prove itself to be the very moving 
of the Spirit of God in our age. Perhaps our de- 
nominations are on trial again to see whether they 
can rise to the occasion and sincerely and spiritually 
test the ecumenical spirit to find whether it be of 


God or not. 


You may present this program from the stand- 
point of the first point of view in the matter of 
the mechanical manner of presenting it. Of course, 
you should include the second point of view in this 
program in order that we may intelligently know 
what is happening in the world today and what is 
being asked of us. But certainly we ought to come 
out of the clouds of romanticism and do some 
realistic Bible thinking on the third point of view 
before we can honestly say that we have considered 
the ecumenical spirit. 


The Scripture Lesson 
Ephesians 4:1-6 


The Scripture lesson assigned to us, Ephesians 
4:1-6, is one of the great Biblical passages on 
Christian unity. Often it is read as if it said that 
everybody who is a Christian somewhere ought to 
get together with everybody else who is in a Chris- 
tian church somewhere. Let us take the time to 
examine the passage carefully to see just exactly 


. what it does say, for it sets forth the foundation of 


our Christian unity. 


First of all, we notice that in Verses 1-3 we have 
a command, We are commanded to “keep the unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace.” We are not 
told to create something of ourselves, but we are to 
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maintain something that God Himself has done. If 
we think about each word in the next few verses 
we see what we are to maintain. 


1. There is One Body 
You must be in it— 


I Corinthians 12:13. 


All true Christians throughout the whole wide 
world are members of one body. The body is a 
living organism, not a mechanival organization. A 
living organism is created by the life giving spirit 
of God. An organization is created by men. We can 
become part of the living organism when we are 
baptized, planted unto, the living body of Christ by 
the work of the Holy Spirit of God in our hearts. 
Everybody who is a part of the living organism 
should be in some organization, but just because you 
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are in the organization does not mean that you are 
in the living organism. 


2. There is One Spirit 


You must have Him— 


John 16:7-11; 
I Corinthians 6:19-20; 
Romans 8:9. 


You and I can become Christians and be born 
again into the body of Christ only when the Spirit 
of the living God has convicted us of sin, con- 
vinced us that Christ is true, converted us to Him, 
and come to dwell in our hearts. If we have the 
Holy Spirit in our hearts we are members of the 
body of Christ. If we do not have the Spirit of 
Christ we are none of his. 


3. There is One Hope of Our Calling 


You Must be moved by it. 
Ephesians 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3-5. 


When we have heard the call of Christ and have 
been born from above, we are called to live a life of 
holiness and righteousness while we are kept by the 
power of God, waiting for the coming of Christ 
when we shall be made like unto Him. When the 
Spirit of the living God is in our hearts this hope 
moves to holy living and assurance of hope in every 
hour of need. 


4. There is One Lord— 
You must be yielded to Him— 
Ephesians 1 :21-22. 


There is one Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the only Saviour of sinners, the Lord of Life, and 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


| 

| 

| 
ee sets of these famous | 
little books by Dr. P. B. Hill and | enclose | 
payment (OR) bill me () | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


Ah 





Check booklets you want below: 


[] What Presbyterians Believe 

(] Preparation For Church Membership 

[) The Meaning Of Death 
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Write For Our Free Catalogue Of 
Evangelical Books Today 


the Head of the Church. This Lord is introduced 
to us in the Scriptures through the Old Testament 
prophesies that prepare us for His coming, through 
the presentation of Him in the Scriptures as the 
Virgin-born, miracle-working, crucified, risen and 
living Saviour, and through the New ‘Testament 
epistles as the One who died for our sins that we 
might be alive unto God. This is the one Lord 
whom we must recognize, and to whom we must be 
yielding if we are to be a part of the Body of 
Christ. 


5. There is One Faith— 
You must agree with it— 


Jude 3. 


You and | must exercise faith personally, but 
that is not what this is talking about. In the New 
Testament we are told that the faith has been once 
for all delivered unto the saints in the Scriptures. 
This faith is clearly presented in the Scriptures and 
has been recognized in the historical creeds of 


‘Christendom, If you and I are in the Body of 


Christ we agree with this one faith and we proclaim 
it to the world. When we deny “the faith” or 
hesitate to speak out clearly something has _ back- 
fired in our relationship to our Lord. 


6. There is One Baptism— 
You must have experienced it. 


I Corinthians 12:12-13. 


The one baptism about which Paul is speaking is 
baptism by the Holy Spirit. It does not refer to any 
kind of water baptism. When you join a church 
you may be immersed, or sprinkled, or poured, de- 
pending upon the church you join. No matter which 
form of baptism you have it does not make you a 
Christian, and regardless of which kind you have, 
to be a Christian you must have this one baptism, 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit by which you are 
born again and made a child of God. 


7. There is One God — 
You must know Him through Christ— 
Deuteronomy 6:45; John 14:6. 


Being a member of the Body of Christ we love 
the one eternal God and we come to Him through 


Jesus Christ because there is no other way to the 
Father. 


Denominations on Trial 


These words contain the real foundation of 
Christian unity, it is a spiritual unity that is created 
by the work of the Spirit of God in the hearts of 
men who come to God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ as He is presented in the Scriptures. For 
people to be Christian they must have done more 
than simply name the name of Christ and unite with 
some organization. And any organization, be it a 
denomination or the ecumenical movement, must be 
judged in the light of this faith and work of the 
Spirit of God in Christ and must be accepted or 
rejected on the basis of whether or not it conforms 
to the historic message of Christ in the Scriptures. 
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Whenever we are asked to evaluate the testimony 
of any church or the ecumenical movement, we 
must ask several questions about it. Does it exalt the 
Lord Jesus Christ as He is exalted in the Scrip- 
tures? Does it seek to bring men to Christ by the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit convicting of sin and 
converting to Christ? Does it recognize the faith 
that has been handed down from the very first 
through the Scriptures of God? Does it maintain a 
zeal for the purity of this faith and evidence a 
willingness to put the finger of judgment upon 
those things that are not true to the historic faith? 


Not only are denominations on trial today, but 
the ecumenical movement is on trial today, and 
both must be measured and evaluated in the light 
of the faith once for all delivered to the saints. 


SUGGESTIONS 


When you come to the Scripture lesson in the 
outline in Presbyterian Youth, you should take the 
time to study carefully the passage in some such 
manner as outlined above. “Maintaining the unity” 
in the Scriptures is a call to lift the banner of the 
faith and have fellowship with all who will rally 
to the faith. In our church life today there is too 
great a tendency to water down the faith and to 
compromise convictions until we reach that lowest 
common denominator of faith which will enable us 
to have fellowship with any and everybody who 
belongs to some organization known as Christian, 
Protestant or Orthodox; Liberal or Conservative. 





The Word Of God 


The generations evidence the invincible and 
absolute power of God’s living Word. Civiliza- 
tions rise and fall, but the Word of God en- 
dures. This Word survives because it gives an- 
swer to the needs of people. 


It is a word of comfort in a world of fear. 

It is a word of love in a world of hate. 

It is a word of mercy in a world of injustice. 

It is a word of judgment in a world of un- 
righteousness. 

It is a word of authority in a world needing a 
divine mandate. 


Above all, it presents God’s Incarnate Word— 
Jesus Christ—the Lord and Saviour of man- 
kind, whose self-giving made possible man’s re- 
demption from sin and the certainty of life 
eternal with Him. 


To give this Word to men everywhere is the 
high task of the churches. That God’s Word 
may “run swiftly to the ends of the earth,” the 
churches have joined in united endeavors of 


Bible production, distributon and use through 
the Bible Societies. 


—From Bree Society Recorp, 
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Begin Christian 
teaching in the 
child’s important pre- 
school years with this 
colorful new course. A 
Bible-centered course that 
the 3-year-old can under- 
stand. The child will love 
and remember the new, 
full-color Bible pictures, 
the take-home pictures, 
and the pictures to color. 
The teacher will oppre- 
ciate the complete lesson 
plans and teaching helps. 
Write TODAY for free 
digest describing this new 
course. First quarter avail- 

able October, 1951. 


TEEN-AGE 


COURSE 





An all-Bible 
series that holds 
the interest of active 
youth, keeps them using 
their Bible, and gives 
them practical experience 
in using the Bible as a 
daliy guidebook. Com- 
plete teacher's monuals, 
and colorful, attractive 
workbook-style pupil’s 
leaflets. Your teen-agers 
will “‘go for this chal- 
lenging study. Write to- 
day for FREE digest. 
Available beginning Oc- 
tober quarter, 1951. 
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TEEN-AGE 


PAPER 


There's a real 
treat in store for 
teen-agers in the new 
weekl paper 
“STRAIGHT.” It has Bi- 
ble teaching—it has ex- 
citing stories—it has pic- 
ture stories—it has con- 
tests. Modern size, 16 
colorful pages. Write for 
FREEsample today. Avail- 
able beginning October 
quarter, 1951. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Church Extension 


Endorses Evangelism 


1. The Board of Church Extension, in a meeting 
July 18-19, elected the following officers for one 
year: William V. Gardner, chairman; J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards, vice chairman; G. B. Strickler, 
treasurer. 


2. The board enthusiastically endorsed the pro- 
posal of the division of evangelism that the first 
three months of 1952 be used as a time of special 
emphasis to lead up to the Pre-Easter Season of 
special evangelistic effort, March 23 - April 13, 
1952, the time set by the 1951 General Assembly. 


The major emphasis during this season of pre- 
paration will be upon Scripture reading, prayer, 
church attendance, climaxing in witnessing. 


3. The board appointed the division of Negro 
Work as the committee of the board to work with 
the Stillman College board with reference to the 
financial campaign for Negro work as authorized 
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by the last General Assembly. Definite plans for 
this financial campaign will be presented to the 
General Assembly of 1952 for final approval. The 
campaign is to be conducted during the church 


year, April 1, 1953 - March 31, 1954. 


4. It was announced at the meeting of the board 
by the division of radio that the trustees of the 
Protestant Radio Center and the representatives of 
the co-operating agencies and institutions had been 
tremendously encouraged by an initial grant of 
$50,000 from an anonymous donor toward an en- 
largement plan which seeks to secure by January 1, 
1953, the sum of $250,000 for the erection of a 
studio for the Protestant Radio Center. It is the 
confident belief of the trustees that with this chal- 
lenge the entire sum can be secured. 


One of the purposes of the studio will be to pro- 
vide religious television programs on film for the 
co-operating denominations, 


The Protestant Radio Center is a non-profit cor- 
poration chartered by the State of Georgia and its 
founding members are: Methodist Joint Radio 
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Committee, Presbyterian (U. S.) Radio Division, 
Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, Southern Lutheran 
Radio Committee, Presbyterian (U.S.A.) Southern 
Committee, Southeastern Office of National Coun- 
cil, Agnes Scott College, Emory University, Cand- 
ler School of Theology, Columbia Theological 
Seminary. 


The studios of the Protestant Radio Center were 
installed in Agnes Scott College, October 1, 1949. 
It has outgrown the amount of time that can be 
alloted to it in the schedule of the college. 





Granville Presbytery 
Recommends Tithing Program 


Granville Preshytery met in the Trinity Avenue 
Church, Durham, where Rev. Wm. C. Bennett is 
the pastor. 


Rev. H. M. Jefferson is present Moderator. 
Rev. Charles §. McChesney conducted the de- 


votional. 


Twenty-three ministers, three summer student 
pastors, and 24 ruling elders were present. 


The Commission on the Minister and His Work 
reported definite efforts being made to secure 
pastors in vacant fields and two other commissions 
reported installations: Rev. H. P. Ruppenthal at 
Northgate and Rev. Denver S. Blevins, at Fairview. 


Mr. Charles S. Sydnor Jr., a graduate of Union 
Seminary was examined for ordination. He will be 


ordained at the First Church in Durham, September . 


16, 1951, by a commission of Presbytery, of which 
his pastor, Dr. Kelsey Regen is chairman. 


Presbytery, having endorsed the “Tithing Ad- 
venture,” recommended it heartily to the churches. 
Commendation for the splendid work of the Men 
of the Church in promotion of the Tithing Ad- 
venture was expressed, 


Reports on the Pioneer Camp and Young People’s 
Conference showed an attendance of 118 pioneers 
with 20 elders; 54 Young People and 12 elders. 


Rev. H. N. Jefferson and Rev. Charles K. 
Parrish were elected directors of Pioneer Camp and 
Young People’s Conference, respectively. 


A special committee was ordered appointed to 
plan and arrange a retreat for members of Presby- 
tery to be held in the fall, either separately or in 
connection with the fall meeting of Presbytery. 


Rev. George W. Heaton of Roxboro was nomin- 
ated for moderator of the fall and winter sessions. 


The next meeting of Granville Presbytery will 
be held October 16, 1951. 
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MOonNTREAT SCHOOL For GIRLS 
College Preparatory School 


Accredited By Southern Association Of 
Colleges And Secondary Schools 


Located In “The Land Of The Sky” 
Western North Carolina 


J. Rupert McGregor ... President 


Montreat North Carolina 











Wings For The Soul 


You tell what you are by the friends you seek, 
By the manner in which you speak, 

By the way you employ your leisure time, 

By the use you make of dollar and dime. 

You tell what you are by the things you wear, 
By the spirit in which you burdens bear, 

By the kind of thing at which you laugh, 

By records you play on the phonograph. 

You tell what you are by the way you walk, 
By the things of which you delight to talk, 

By the manner in which you bear defeat, 

By so simple a thing as how you eat. 


By the books you choose from the well-filled 
shelf; 


In these ways and more, you tell on yourself. 
So there’s really no particle of sense 
In any effort of pretense. 


—Author Unknown. 
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Chaplain Asks For 


Korean Scriptures 


The need for Korean Scriptures continues to be 
tremendous, according to word received by the 
American Bible Society from Chaplain Harold 
Voelkel, who is stationed in Korea. Chaplain Voel- 
kel is now serving as an auxiliary chaplain at P.W. 
Camp No. 3 at Pusan. 


Many Christians who had to flee their homes 
lost their Bibles in the confusion, renorted Chaplain 
Voelkel. There is a great demand also from the 
civilian churches for Scriptures. 


Books are needed also for ROKs, both those in 
training and the wounded ROKs in _ hospitals. 
These number hundreds of thousands to which 


should be added 134,000 POWs. 


A recent worship service conducted by Chaplain 
Voelkel was attended by approximately 5,500 
prisoners. Several of the prisoners, who had been 
left a copy of the Korean New Testament at a 
previous visit were called upon to tell something of 
what they had learned from the book. Their replies 
showed they had read the Testament carefully and 
had grasped the spiritual teaching of the Scriptures. 
When a copy of the Korean Scriptures was again 
offered nearly every hand was eagerly lifted. 


“It seems to me that here in Korea we have the 
choice of giving over this land to communism or 
offering them something better,” the report con- 
cludes. 


The American Bible Society has been supplying 
Scriptures to Korea as a part of its World Emerg- 
ency program. Two hundred and forty thousand 
Korean Scriptures have been forwarded by the 
Society since the start of hostilities, in addition to 
many thousands of volumes furnished since the 
end of World War II. The Society plans to pro- 
duce 50,000 more Korean Scripture volumes this 
—From American Bible Society. 
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NOW AVAILABLE IN REPRINT FORM 


Two of the most incisive articles ever written on 
the subject of union of Presbyterian bodies: 
AN OPEN LETTER 
By Dr. L. Nelson Bell 
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DR. ANDERSON - PLEASE EXPLAIN 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 
$1 A Hundred - Postpaid 
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MINISTERIAL MISCELLANY 


(INCLUDING MISSIONARIES) 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN)—Latest information 
from our missionaries is as follows: 

The Rev. D. E. Williams of our Brazil Mission 
plans to sail from Belem on July 20 and expects to 
arrive in New York August 6. Mrs. Williams is 
already in Spray, N. C. Mr. Williams is in charge 
of the Amazon Mission which is a co-operative 
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work of our Church, the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and the Brazilian Presbyterian Church. 


Mrs. John Talmage and three sons, John, Ro- 
bert and William, sailed from Kobe, Japan, on 
July 8, arriving in San Francisco July 21. Miss 
Mary Bruce Cumming, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Bruce Cumming, is accompanying them. Dr. Cum- 
ming is a civilian chaplain and has been serving in 
the front lines in Korea. He is continuing in that 
capacity and Mrs. Cumming is remaining in Japan. 


Miss Louise Miller, of our Korea Mission, is 
sailing from Japan on July 21 and should arrive in 
San Francisco about two weeks later. Rachel Hen- 
derlite is due to come on the same ship with Miss 


Miller. 


Miss Margaret Archibald, of our Japan Mission, 
is due to sail from Japan on July 30, arriving in 
San Francisco August 12. She is coming for her 
regular furlough from her work at Kinjo College 
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Small classes assure individual attention in 
providing modern education with Christian 
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planned counseling and guidance. Music, 
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in Nagova. The Rev. and Mrs. Lardner W. Moore 
and son, Robert, are due to sail from Kobe, Japan, 
on July 11, arriving in San Francisco July 27. 


Mrs. Jack V inson, of our Japan Mission, who has 
been in an army hospital ill with polio for several 
weeks, was scheduled to return to.this country by 
army plane July 9. She will stay with her mother 
in Tulsa, Okla., during her period of convalescence. 
Mr. Vinson and two sons, John and Edward, are 
due to arrive in San Francisco by plane July 16. 





FOR SALE: One lot at Montreat on which 
stands the foundation of the former Crane 
Inn. Located at Texas Road, near auditorium. 
Ideal for residence or apartment house. Write: 
FLORA McQUEEN 


Dunn, N. C. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Two years’ liberal arts. Business Administration. 

Preparatory Department. Christian emphasis. 

Fall session begins September 3, 1951. Educa- 
tional excellence. Write for catalog. 


Box BJ — Maxton, North Carolina 
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strated booklet. 





R. T. L. Liston, President — Box J, Bristol, Tenn. 








AUGUST 1, 1951 









































“The Christian College is 
the Lighthouse of 
Civilization” 
—W oodrow Wilson. 


For many years to come, our world probably will be in tension 
and turmoil. 


For this time, men need to discover, not a way of escape from the 
storm, but how successfully they may bear the strain of living. 


Christian colleges point to resources which sustain—to God, to 
duty, to respect for humanity, to ends above and beyond self. 





Amid the storm, the lights in our lighthouses should be kept 
clearly burning. 


Support Your Church Colleges — NOW! 
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